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to Dumouriez' army, but their powers had been undefined.1
They had been obliged to correspond directly with the Con-
vention as a whole, or else hurry back to report to it in person
and it was not until April 30,1793, that the Convention decreed
that four representatives should be constantly on mission with
each army, with absolute control over its administration, to
report weekly to the Committee of Public Safety, and to act
as the mouthpiece of the Committee in conveying its orders
to the generals in command It has been seen also that the
disasters of the summer of 1793 led to the conference of still
greater powers on the second or Great Committee of Public
Safety, and that the Great Committee, recognizing that the
management of the war was the main reason for its existence,
co-opted two engineer officers of the old royal army, Carnot and
Prieur of the Cote-d'Or, on purpose to superintend this depart-
ment on August 14. Great as were the services rendered to
France by Carnot, who took for himself the special work of
directing the movements of the armies, as opposed to Prieur of
the C&te-d'Or, who concerned himself with the improvement
and supply of war materiel, it must also be acknowledged that
he had a most able body of advisers in the Topographical
Committee.

The direction of ten armies, all acting on different frontiers,
for the armies of the coasts of Cherbourg, Brest, and La
Rochelle may at present be excluded from consideration, was
more than any man could superintend alone, and it is there-
fore no wonder that Carnot had advisers; the wonder rather
is that he should have been believed capable of so much, and
that his advisers should have been so completely ignored. The
Topographical Committee was officially presided over by the
deputy Galon, whose genius for topography has been already
referred to, and was really originated by him. It used to meet
at his room in the War Office, and discuss the reports sent in
from the various frontiers, and make suggestions upon them
based upon a careful study of maps, and directed by the long
experience in war of the officers assembled. In this office at a
1 Appendix X., The Representatives on Mission.